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National Wool 
Museum Quilts  
The opportunity to view and learn about a selection of 
quilts from National Wool Museum (Geelong) Collection 
was one of the treats at the opening weekend of Art 
Quilt Australia 2019. The museum holds the largest 
collection of waggas in Australia and houses the 
winning quilts of the acquisitive ‘Expressions’ wool quilt 
prize sponsored by the museum.  

One of the quilts, ‘Green Ladder’ by Jo Steele, displays 
exquisite manipulation of wool fabrics. Another simply 
labelled ‘Quilt’ demands close scrutiny to decipher the 
construction of it and raised controversy at the viewing. 
A third, ‘Les rochers de mon desir’ by Kim Gordon 
shows a realistic, collaged landscape with beautiful 
colours and craftsmanship – and a subsidiary piece 
reveals the inner construction of the quilt. Several other 
quilts were also enjoyed. 

 

Green Ladder by Jo Steele 

 
whole quilt photo 
 
Historical information: Winner of Expressions 
2008.  
The Wool Quilt Prize Artist Statement: 'My friend 
Virginia named this quilt for me and I thought "of 
course". A ladder is a means of rising or climbing and I 
began this work with a sense of freedom. In this case 
freedom from entrapment of thought, feeling and 
creativity.' 
https://victoriancollections.net.au/items/54066077982
1f50e3cca0113 
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‘Quilt’ by Harry Wilton 

 
‘Quilt’ receiving close scrutiny 

 
detail photo 

Description: Patchwork style quilt with coloured pieces 
of dyed woollen singlets stitched together over a 
backing. Features feather stitching between pieces and 
around border edges. Size of a double bed. 

Historical information: The quilt, alternatively known 
as a wagga due to its improvised nature of creation, 
was made by Harry Walter Hewitt Wilton (great 
grandfather of donor), b.1872, d.1950. Harry joined the 
Essex Regiment and served in the British Military in 
India, as well as seeing action in the Boer War. Married 
wife Mary Elizabeth in India in 1895, she was a 
seamstress. Harry was injured during a battle and 
made this quilt as part of his rehabilitation. Quilt was 
made using woollen army singlets. Harry and Mary 
moved to Victoria, near Orbost, in 1914. 
https://victoriancollections.net.au/items/5d15a2e821e
a721374f850d0 

Other information offered by the museum curator who 
convened the viewing was that the singlet fabrics had 
been dyed. Scrutiny also revealed: 

- the fabrics are woven and lightly felted, so could be 
called flannel 

- the construction is intarsia, that is the pieces are 
butted and held together with very fine stitching 
which is camouflaged with feather stitch. 

- the border around the central cross shows 
interesting rotational symmetry, not reflection 
symmetry 

- the stars in the design all include the same range of 
colours, but the colours are arranged differently so 
evoke different images including building blocks. 

Altogether, the design of this quilt can only truly be 
appreciated by spending time looking at the variation in 
what first appears to be a simple geometric design. And 
wherein, in your opinion, lies the controversy?? 

 

Quilt - Les rochers de mon desir by Kim Gordon 

 

whole quilt photo 
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            subsidiary piece that shows the construction 
 
Historical information: winner of the 2010 Expressions 
Wool Quilt Prize. 

Artist statement from the exhibition catalogue: This 
quilt is inspired by the granite boulders at Gabo Island 
near Mallacoota where I live. I love sorting through my 
collection of materials, adding layers of colour and 
texture, dying fabrics and putting the quilt together. 
Being lost in the rocks of my desire. 

Having enjoyed seeing a small sample of the quilts in 
the National Wool Museum collection, I would love to 
see more and to know their histories. The viewing 
arranged for the opening weekend of Art Quilt Australia 
2019 was certainly appreciated by those who attended. 
 Pat Forster 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


